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Symphony No. 1 Psyche Sundry Essay About this Symphony Mason A. Chamberlin  

About this Symphony. 
A personal introduction 
 

This work is about my personal journey. I must express how the way the instruments are made 

to describe sometimes, opposing elements of my passage through time. Such as my use of 

trumpets to sound a voice of warning in movement one “Dromos”. The two trumpets voice are 

changed in movement four “Regaining Clarity”, with a sign of rescue. Such is the use of strings 

in movement one as that of panic, and then a feeling of light through the clouds and, later wind 

and reed instruments express reassurance and rest. In movement two the strings build the 

sense of mistrust and bring it to a fearful presence. The trumpets, the wind and the reeds in 

movement three have the same vigor as movement one, but it is the apprehension coming with 

a mania, a difference to the generalized anxiety expressed in the first movement. The music in 

“conversation with St John” is around a diminished chord, with motifs around the modal 

junctions expressed throughout the symphony, that of Dorian and Phrygian modes. The slow 

acceleration in this part of movement three, is to express the frustration I had with a world that 

had a different reality with my own at the time.  

I expressed the final movement: “Regaining Clarity”, as a dance in simple triple time, something 

to the fashion of an old world Waltz. Where the muse of true reality, and the bringing me back 

to a world that for me is relative to others, ending with a clean C Major Triad.  

I hope you enjoy the musical journey I have made, and that I have made an insightful piece of 

musical art.  

Composer. Mason A. Chamberlin       
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               Movement One: Dromos
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Cbs.
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1st Vlns.

Timp.
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B Tpt. 1

2 Bsns.

2 B. Clts.

2 B Clts.
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1. Escape to the City
2. The Story Retold
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2 Bass Clarinets

2 Bassoons

B Trumpet 1

B Trumpet 2

Timpani

1st Violins

2nd Violins

Violas

Celli

Contrabasses

2 B Clarinets

2 Oboes

2 Alto Flutes

2 Flutes

Movement three.    

Entry into the Cathedral
Words with St John, St Paul and Jesus
Flight 
Into the arms of Safety
The story retold.

Escape to the City
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